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Senator JEANNE SHAHEEN was the first 

woman in the State of New Hampshire to be 
elected Governor in 1997. She is currently 
serving as the first female senator from the 
State of New Hampshire. 

The first woman to serve as a member of 
the New Hampshire State Senate was E. 
Maude Ferguson, who served from 1931 to 
1933. 

Vesta Roy served as the first female State 
Senate President, and in 1983 she became 
the first female Governor of the State of New 
Hampshire. 

In 1994, the Honorable Sylvia Larsen was 
elected to the New Hampshire State Senate 
and has served 7 consecutive terms thus far. 
She is currently serving in her second term as 
President of the New Hampshire Senate. 

In 1996, the Honorable Terie Norelli was 
elected to the New Hampshire House of Rep-
resentatives and has served 6 consecutive 
terms thus far, and in 2008 was re-elected to 
serve as Speaker of the New Hampshire 
House of Representatives for a 2nd consecu-
tive term. 

Thank you for bringing this important resolu-
tion on the New Hampshire State Senate’s 
historic achievement of being the first state-
wide legislative body with a majority of women 
in the United States to the floor of the House 
of Representatives for consideration. I urge 
my colleagues to support this resolution. 
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HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, MRS. 
HELEN GARGASH 

HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Mrs. Helen Gargash, a resi-
dent of my district in Upstate New York, who 
today celebrates her 100th birthday. 

Mrs. Gargash was born on November 3, 
1909 as the eldest of four children and spent 
her childhood on a farm outside Amsterdam, 
New York. After leaving home to attend 
school, Mrs. Gargash worked at A.D. Julliard 
in New York Mills, New York and met her hus-
band, Mr. John Gargash, to whom she was 
married for over 50 years. Together they have 
three children, eight grandchildren and several 
great grandchildren. 

Over the years, Mrs. Gargash was em-
ployed at the former Griffiss Air Force Base 
and Mele Manufacturing, from which she 
eventually retired. As a member of various 
seniors’ groups, Mrs. Gargash served often 
during her retirement as a volunteer at the 
Utica State Hospital. She was a communicant 
of St. Joseph-St. Patrick Church for many 
years until moving to Country Club Courts in 
New York Mills, New York. There she has en-
joyed almost daily visits to the New Hartford 
Nutrition Center and continues to cook some 
of her favorite dishes, among them Spanish 
rice, chicken soup and mushroom stew. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Mrs. 
Gargash on this joyous occasion. I ask that 
my colleagues join me in wishing her many 
more years of health and happiness. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, on roll-
call Nos. 832, 833, 834 I missed the votes due 
to other official business in my district. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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HONORING PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S 
GETTYSBURG ADDRESS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TODD RUSSELL PLATTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2009 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of House Resolution 736, which hon-
ors the anniversary of President Abraham Lin-
coln’s Gettysburg Address as ‘‘Dedication 
Day’’ on November 19, 2009. I am proud to 
have introduced this resolution as we cele-
brate the bicentennial of President Lincoln’s 
birthday in 2009 and remember the words of 
this most remarkable speech. 

Arriving by train to Gettysburg on the 
evening of November 18, 1863, few knew the 
impact Lincoln’s words would have on the fu-
ture of our Nation and its citizens. The Ad-
dress’ message was one of paying tribute to 
those who lost their lives while at the same 
time affirming a belief that democracy may 
prevail despite the immeasurable losses suf-
fered by both the North and South. 

Lincoln’s speech was just over two minutes 
in length, but its meaning has long endured. 
Nearly 63 years ago, Congress passed a joint 
resolution designating November 19, 1946, the 
anniversary of the Gettysburg Address, as 
Dedication Day and declaring the Gettysburg 
Address to be ‘‘the outstanding classic of the 
ages.’’ The resolution suggested that the Get-
tysburg Address ‘‘be read on that day in public 
assemblages throughout the United States 
and its possessions, on our ships at sea, and 
wherever the American flag flies.’’ Additionally, 
lines from the Gettysburg Address can be 
found in Martin Luther King Jr.’s ‘‘I Have a 
Dream’’ speech, and its entirety is marked a 
short distance from where we stand today, on 
the south wall of the Lincoln Memorial. 

During this bicentennial year of Lincoln’s 
birth, the National Abraham Lincoln Bicenten-
nial Commission and the Pennsylvania Abra-
ham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, which 
have both endorsed this resolution, are hold-
ing numerous events celebrating the life and 
legacy of our sixteenth President. On Novem-
ber 19, 2009 the Pennsylvania Abraham Lin-
coln Commission is hosting ‘‘Dedication Day,’’ 
with events occurring at the Soldiers’ National 
Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, the 
site of President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. 
As we celebrate Lincoln’s bicentennial, I urge 
my fellow Members of Congress and constitu-
ents to take time to read the words of this re-
markable speech: 

Four score and seven years ago our fathers 
brought forth, upon this continent, a new na-
tion, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to 
the proposition that ‘all men are created 
equal.’ Now we are engaged in a great civil 

war, testing whether that nation, or any na-
tion so conceived, and so dedicated, can long 
endure. We are met on a great battle field of 
that war. We have come to dedicate a por-
tion of it, as a final resting place for those 
who died here, that the nation might live. 
This we may, in all propriety do. But, in a 
larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can 
not consecrate—we can not hallow, this 
ground—The brave men, living and dead, who 
struggled here, have hallowed it, far above 
our poor power to add or detract. The world 
will little note, nor long remember what we 
say here; while it can never forget what they 
did here. 

It is rather for us, the living, we here be 
dedicated to the great task remaining before 
us—that, from these honored dead we take 
increased devotion to that cause for which 
they here, gave the last full measure of devo-
tion—that we here highly resolve these dead 
shall not have died in vain; that the nation, 
shall have a new birth of freedom, and that 
government of the people by the people for 
the people, shall not perish from the earth. 

Two centuries after his birth, the message 
of the Gettysburg Address is as significant as 
ever. As such, please join me in paying tribute 
to one of our Nation’s most important speech-
es and support House Resolution 736. 
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TRIBUTE TO KATHRYN WOLT 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate Kathryn Wolt 
from Ames, Iowa for her commitment and en-
thusiasm as a foreign language student at In-
diana University in Bloomington, Indiana. 

Kathryn has been selected for a United 
States Department of State Critical Language 
Scholarship to study the Russian language in 
Astrakhan, Russia. This Department of State 
program is an important component of the fed-
eral government’s coordinated effort to expand 
the number of Americans learning foreign lan-
guages. 

I consider it a great honor to represent 
Kathryn Wolt in the United States Congress, 
and I know that my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating her on earning this special scholar-
ship. I wish Kathryn great success in the pro-
gram, her travel and in her future endeavors. 

f 

ASIAN AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSO-
CIATION AND MR. GARY MITCH-
ELL 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
sincere admiration that I recognize the Asian 
American Medical Association, which will be 
hosting its 33rd Annual Gala on Saturday, No-
vember 7, 2009, at the Avalon Manor in 
Merrillville, Indiana. Each year, the Asian 
American Medical Association pays tribute to 
prominent, outstanding citizens and organiza-
tions for their contributions to the community. 
In recognition of their efforts, these honorees 
are awarded the prestigious Crystal Globe 
Award each year at this annual banquet. 
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